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Series on Intellectual Property Issues: Part 24

What rights do companies involved in
performing, broadcasting and producing
music recordings have?

Over the last 50 years, a new field of rights re-
lated to copyright has developed rapidly. These
so-called ‘related rights' have grown up around
copyrighted works, and provide similar rights, al-
though often more limited and of shorter duration,
to:

0 Performing artists (such as actors and mu-
sicians) in their performances;

0 Producers of sound recordings (for example,
cassette recordings and compact discs) in
their recordings;

0 Broadcasting organizations in their radio
and television programmes.

‘Related lights' differ from 'copyright' in that
they belong to owners regarded as intermediaries
in the production, recording or diffusion of works.
The link with copyright is that the three catego-
ries of related lights are auxiliaries in the process
of intellectual creation and dissemination since
they lend their assistance to authors in the com-
munication of the latter's work to the public. A
musician performs a musical work written by a
composer; an actor performs a role in a play writ-
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ten by a playwright; producers of phonograms -
or, more commonly, 'the record industry' - record
and produce songs and music written by authors
and composers, played by musicians or sung by
performers; broadcasting organizations broadcast
works and recordings on their stations.

If your business is based on any of these activi-
ties, or you are a regular user of such services,
then you must understand that there are impor-
tant IP rights which cannot be used without au-
thorization of the right-holder. This invariably re-
quires the payment of fees or remuneration for
obtaining such permission.

As is the case with copyright, related lights are
obtained without having to comply with any for-
malities such as registration, deposit or display of
any notice, for example, on a phonogram. Even so,
it is advisable to place a notice on a phonogram
with the following three elements:

a A circled capital letter ®

o The name of the owner of the exclusive
right; and

a The year of first publication of the phono-
gram.
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