
CURRICULUM, EXAMINATIONS & ASSESSMENT: 
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ASSESSMENT PRINCIPLES

DISTRIBUTED

All important aspects are 
covered

Learning has to accumulate

Evidence collected over time

Costs are proportionate to benefits 
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SYNOPTIC

EXTENSIVE

TRUSTED

MANAGEABLE

Stakeholders have faith in outcomes



what 
students 
know, can 
do and 
under‐
stand

utilize 
different 
modes –
linguistic, 
kinesthetic 

done 
over 
time

internal 
and 

external

Assessment
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CXC APPROACH TO ASSESSMENT

PHILOSOPHICAL 
FOUNDATION

ASSESSMENT 
FOUNDATION

FORMATIVE 
ASSESSMENT

SUMMATIVE
ASSESSMENT

Well‐defined feedback process
Collecting data from many sources
Multiple opportunities for pupils

Aligning assessment with 
curriculum and instruction

Making inferences from the 
meta‐cognitive and real world 

domains

Teachers’ informed judgments
Pupils as active participants

Parental involvement
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CXC SYSTEM OF EXAMINATIONS

Criterion‐referenced
examinations

• Performance is measured against 
specific objectives, set criteria or 
standards

• Examinations are offered twice per 
year:
 January : Caribbean Secondary 

Education Certificate (CSEC) only at 
General proficiency

 May/June : CSEC General and Technical 
Proficiency; CAPE



Validity

Content

Construct

Predictive

Reliability

generalizability

Item response theory



NUMBER OF PAPERS

P1
• Objective Test (Multiple 
Choice) 

P2
• Essay Paper

P3
• School Based Assessment 
(SBA)/Internal 
Assessment (IA)



GRADES

• Subject Grade – Subject grade indicates a 
candidate’s overall performance in a subject.

– Example Grades I to VI at CSEC and Grades I to VII at CAPE

• Profile or Module Grade ‐ Indicates the 
strengths and/or weaknesses in a candidate's 
performance on specific dimensions assessed.



WHY CPEA?

 To assist with the quality
measures in the primary
education system

 To offer a common
measure across schools
and territories in the region

 To meet the calls for
regional assessment at the
primary level
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INTERNAL (School‐based) EXTERNAL (CXC)

TEACHER LEADERSHIP
PUPIL LEADERSHIP 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

CXC
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION  
TEACHERS COLLEGES

PROJECTS, READING, 
DESIGNING

1. Science Project
2. Community Service
3. Book Reports (2)
4. Designing, constructing, 

engineering

45 
MARKS

3 MUTIPLE CHOICE PAPERS:

1. English
• 1.25 hours; 100 marks

2. Mathematics 
• 1.0 hour; 100 marks

3. Science
• 1.0 hour; 100 marks

3 X 100

300 
MARKS

PRACTICE ‘CAN DO’ SKILLS

1. English
2. Mathematics
3. Science

3 X 5

15 
MARKS

PUPILS SELF ASSESSMENT (15)
TEACHER ASSESSMENT      (75)
1. English
2. Mathematics
3. Science

3X5
+

3X25
90 

MARKS

TOTAL 150 TOTAL 300

CP
EA
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U
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